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LESSON 1

ASI GETS COLD!

▸ It was 35F and rainy the first night, 
snowing just a few hundred feet 
above us 

▸ Sleeping in a tent was…rough 

▸ Even though I had a great tent and 
cot, I should have brought an air 
mattress to prevent heat loss from 
the back



LESSON 2

THERMAL CENTERING

▸ Since Thermal Camp 2016, I’ve known that “straighten on 
rising vario” does not work well for me. 

▸ I read a lot of material for other methods and tried them 
out in real life and in Condor this year. Some are OK, 
others are awful. 

▸ Russell Holtz has a great $30 thermal course that helped 
me sort it out: academy.gliderbooks.com

http://academy.gliderbooks.com


LESSON 2

THERMAL CENTERING

▸ For me in lighter planes, this works 

▸ Wait 3 seconds in positive vario before 
turning 

▸ Decide on the 180 if it was the wrong 
way: straighten on the 270 for 6 
seconds if so 

▸ Do a complete 360 without correction, 
estimate the best side with the vario 

▸ When the kick in the pants comes flying 
toward the best side, straighten for 3 
seconds



ENJOY THE SCENERY
LESSON 3



LESSON 4

DON’T EAT UP SAFETY MARGINS

▸ The conditions were really tough 
all week 

▸ Several times, I watched my arrival 
altitudes to the next airport drop 
below pattern 

▸ It's really easy to hope good lift is 
surely “just a little further”



LESSON 5

DON’T RIDE DECISION BOUNDARIES

▸ …or “How I Scared Christian” 

▸ This is the quickest way to get out 
of glide 

▸ Unfortunately, many decision 
boundaries lie over promising 
features! 

▸ Low margins ➡ turn directly to 
nearest airport



BEWARE OF WILDLIFE
LESSON 6



LESSON 7

KEEP TRYING (WITHIN REASON)

▸ Jonathan told me “you’re going to 
get low far from the airport. Keep 
trying!” 

▸ I remembered this as I had 
resigned to land in a field 

▸ As soon as I recognized possible 
signs of lift, I knew I had to try



LESSON 8

9JH NEEDS A MCCREADY RING

▸ I’ll buy it! 

▸ In lecture, we calculated a small set 
of speeds-to-fly 

▸ I usually just flew a very 
approximate block speed-to-fly 

▸ Tried adding/removing 5 kt to see 
if instantaneous L/D in XCSoar 
would improve



LESSON 9

BASA HAS GREAT MENTORS

▸ And I need more mentoring! 

▸ Cross-country is difficult and I’m 
pretty sure I have more than a few 
things to learn 

▸ Thanks to all of you who are willing 
to go on “boring” flights to pass 
something on



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEyLrmp05Hg

